nnn le 


OCT 34 1933 
yy - 
ag. Yer osomvet 
THE TRATNING GF RURAL MISSIONARTES ea 
prepared by Pee 
The Committee on Missionery Training fn, 
{, f 
of the - 
Foreign Mis:ions Conference of N. A. Vieanaias' Crore? 
pee y \ \ bad Ce? = 
Mey 1938 \F Z 
XQ na Sareea 4 i, 
AQ 4 ‘ye Lat Me 
ty f f yi * on 
General Statemsnt ene 
Rural Missions as interpreted in terms of training for rural 


missionaries means tae waols Christian task as it Negiuena te rural pvople. 

It is more than e department of Christian work. The term "sural" Qualifies 
ali. Christian activitics among rursl zeonle and, bavi ichicd iit becomes an 
important factor in the training recuirements of ovengelist ic, educational, 
medical, and agricultural missionsarics whose activitics are vredominantly with 
rural groups. * 


In advition to the generel personel gqualificetions for all mission- 
arics, therc is d¢mended in the rural missionary certain cther characteristics 
thet would not be se necessary in « cee haan rorking with non-rural popula- 
tions. There aust be therefore, in addition to tio generally aceeptcd 
qualifications, heal uel nthedn ak ond BE ee evisit ia of Mahi modes of thought 
and living, a love fer tho cowtry and coumtry people, a belief in the dignity 

and worth of country and villego life, ideals for Christian rural culture and 
Civilization, sn understanding ond respectful arpreciation of the native 
culturs and civilization ef tke pecple te waom the missicnary goes, and nothing 
Less than s passion to enter inte tne Life and needs of country people on the 
basis of friondly nelpfulness and covecration, with 2 background of adequate 
preparation for the varticular task at hrond. 
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2p early in mind by rural missionarics thrt their 
whole task ohare het onlay of redeeming tne individual but also society, 
ond that their particular task is accomplishing thuse things with respect to 
rural peoples ard rure society, rural culture, rural civilization. The goal 
is 2 rural civilization thet shell be thistian to the core. The individuel 
is involved nct cnly as such but os a inembor cf the farm family, cf the rural 
community, cf the naticn and of the family of naticns. The individusl villager 
is not cniy to be Christian with resrect to his om life, but in ali his 
rolaticnships - seciel, economic, religious, intellectusi, political. It is 
necessary, therefore, that the fturel Christian missicnary be prepared to enter 
underetandingly and sympatheticall; inte 91] vhases of rural life. Though His 
specific rural activities may be limited or in a sense specialized, they 
sheuld be based on adequete rural training. 


* The Comaittes intends intel statment te ahh understocd as including women 
missionaries in all of these entegeric 
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rihek Gets andes fiold .f interest. diy, that « Christian civilization 
be thought ¢-f in terms net of religicn only, but also in terms cf health, 
inoue, sccisi wolfers, and high scthical cnd moral standards. 
the vuretl missicnary in this pioncer field must be an "answer-finder" 
tann an co AOE mer" :f the orcblens of croating a Christian 
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Giving due ccusiderition te the ccuditicns under which the rural 
missionary werks, tuc f.licwing recrmmondeticns are made with 
his or ‘hor training. 


The country evangelistic uorkor should have eone First-hand experience 
CE man | Wie) aac ies seat oreforna aly cf farm lifo and activities, as 
part of his <r ker pre Auinary tralia, ihnis is esnccially essential 
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Appendix "Bl includes c. urses thich shculd bo f gpecial velue te the 
missionary in training. In additicn, work shcwld be taken in. cuiturel 
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anthropoicgy, cumparative POHAEL ON, © Christian sociclogy, philosophy On 
religicn, din fractal anc everything the student can got in the way of 
courses relating to the Rural Church. 


iV. Field Experience. It is strongly reccumended that a candidate for rural 
evangelistic work have, if pessible, a year's work under a successful 
rural minister, cr in ccnnecticn with a larger Parish, befcre going to 
the ficld. The cecperaticn ef home mission boards should be scught in 
locating such opportunities for service and experience. 


V. Special Training fcr hoemen Rural Evangelistic Workers. In view of the 
fact that the rural wenen ameng whem the women missicnaries will work 
are concerned prinerily with the heme, mctherhced, child care, health, 
focd, clething, and the care of gardens, chickens, pigs, as the case mey 
bey and many partake cf the actual farm field work, it is recomended 
that wonen missionaries previous to their seminary or nissicnary training 
Scheel work should secure training dealing with the home, fo.ds, diet, 
nutriticn, child care, hygiene and sa icn, heolth ecucation, etc. A 
working kno..ledge ef gardening shculd be especinily heipful. 


Tc the criticisn taat these requirements are tec high and require 
too leng a time, it should be peinted cut that cur wmaerican instituticns are 
not geared proporly to the off ective training of ein ther rurai ministers or 
rural evangelistic nissionari a8; and that by an exchange cf credits, especially 


as between the ¢ agricul s tural a is 2S and semin arios, or the use cf surne 
schools, the iength cf time prescribed above might be considerably reduced. 
The requirements no dcubt are higher than any Bat elay te suggested, but the 
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THE RURAL EDUCATIGNAL MicsSiGNaRY 


It is assumed that the rural educational missionary would be 
concerned chiefly with instituticns cf secondery school grade, vernacular 
nernol schools and/or the treining cf er. prinary scho»l] teachers, and of 


ccnducting schocls designed to meet the educaticnal and 1ife needs cf boys 
wie are going back te the villages. Emphasis in such schccis shculd be placed 
on a socialized curriculum, oviit on community needs and contributing defi- 


nitely te the upbuilding cf a Christian rural ccnmmunity. 


The background expsrience and ccllefe training reccmmended for the 
rurai evangelistic missicnary, as indicated in I anc II are alsc recommended 
for the rural missionary educator. In cdditicn, the training should include: 


III. At least one year cf professicnnl training at an institution where 
both basic ccurses in education, psychology Titan and courses in 
rural education csn be Beet eds specicl ae Maples snould be given 
to a study cf the rural educational reseurces, especially in some 
of the southern Gay cee Aion: end, if possible, a visit be made to 
some cf the best cf them tc study then in relaticn to the com- 
munities which they sre serving. 
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ivi + is further recommended that onc vear be devoted tc the ccurses 
outlined for non-theclegical missionaries. Sce page 7, Appendix B. 


Ws At least one year's teaching exrcricnce in a rural high school 
private school, the program ci whicn actively relates te community 
interests and necds, is cssentinl for the rursl educational missicnary. 
Before planning definitely on such experience, the ceniidate should 
eccnsult the candidate secretary or some ene in ciese touch with schccls 
of the type thet would have mcst tc contribute to the missionary's 
training. 

VI. For women missicnaries undertaking rural educctional werk, attention is 
Cualled to secommondaticn V, page 3, which spylies equally te the woman 
nissicnary educater. 
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THE AGRICULPURsL MISCTONARE 


The cenditions which the agricuity tissixnary will find ot his 


iral xy 
tian place of work will ie very different from the agricultural practices 
and life of America. So very littlo cf American Picid and animal husbandry 


can be applied tc ccnditicns in Asia «und Africa, that no ager icultural mission- 
ary sheuld depend on his skill in these aia turd Buphasis 1 training should 
be placed cn the basic natural snd social sciences. It is PPE gi that the 


agricultural missionary should have as wide a worioty as possivle cf manual 
skills in shop and field practice. Pur the most part he will have to be an 
"answer finder" be sfcre he will be able te tell native farmers what to do. The 
agricultural missionary should icok forward te specialized study on his first 
furlough, based cn nis experience and needs. If the agricultural missicnary, 
however, pial te what ficld he is te go, in light cf this knowledge he should 
teke at least one yoar cf graduste werk as wart cf his pre-service training. 
More hen Monahan his training shculd include: 


I. Whether farm cr city bred, tne agricultural missionary shculd have had 
a good all-round farm eyporicnce. And 


II. 1. Four years! colleze course in snake aah with a goed grounding 
in the natural anc social sciences, and generel ccurses in aninal 
and field husbandry, inclucing po Meo Vaapprlir i) plent breoding, 
and considerable werk in education. At Least 25% of his ccurses 
shouls pe in Liberal arts subjects. de shculd have nad ail the 
courses menticned in Appendix "A", Scr the agricultural missicnary 
Must be quite as much interested in a way cf living es in a way of 
getting a living. Five years cf work con be weil srent on this cutline 
of courses, incidentally securing a Master's Gegree. Or 
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IV. After elie on fieic, and before beginning an active program, six 
1ionths to a year sho wid be spent nt s naticnal asricultural college, 
orienting his training tc the local conditions cf Agriculture and 
getting in tcuch with all naticnal agencies relating to Agriculture 
and rural life that may ve cf help in working cut his own program. 


THE AGRICULTURAL SPRCTALIST 


There is at present, and will continue to be for some time, a 
limited field for agricultursl specialists such as entomologists, plant 
pethologists, geneticists, olant breeders, agronomists, rural sociologists, 
agricultural economists, animal husbandry specialists, agricultural chemists, 
a biologists, etc. The demand will be confined to such colleges 
as Ail abad Agricultural Institute in India, College of Agriculture, 

a Unive rsity, Canton, China, and the College of Agriculture and 
Forestry of the University of Nanking, and institutions of similar grade. 
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APPENDIX A 


SUGGESTED COURSES IN PREPARATION FOR RURAL MISSTONARY SERVICE 


Rural Sociology 


General Rural Sociology 

Rurel Social Organization 

Town and Country Relationships 

Methods and Practice in Rural Community Survey 
Rural Recreation 

Music and Dramatics for Rural School end Church 
Village Life in Foreign Lands 

Rural Health and Welfare 

Rurel Social Psychology 


Rural Economics 


General Agricultural Economics 

Farm Organization and Management 

History of Agriculture and Agrarian Movements in the U. &. 
Theory and Practice of Cooperative Enterprises 


Household Economics 


Diet and Food Values 
Clothes and Sewing 
Child Care 

Family Budgets 


Prac 
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Educational Methods 
Educational Psychology 
Philcsepny ex Jiducction 


General Agriculture 


Soils and Crops 

Dairying and Animal Husbendry 
Poultry 

horticulture anc Vogetable Gardening 


Cultural Studiss 


Literature of Rural Life 

Philosophy of Rural Life 

Rural Literature of tne Bible 

Christian Ideals for Agriculture and Rurel Life 
Art of Rural Living 


General 

Extension Programs and Techniques 
Club Work for Buys and Girls 
Courses in Natural History 
Handicraft 


Semester 
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APPENDIX B 


SUGGESTED S#HMINARY COURSES IN PREPARATICN 
FOR 


RURAL MISSIONARY SERVICE 


English Bible (including rural interpretation) 
i modern 7 


History of Christianity 

Homiletics and Public Sreaking 

Course in Worship 

Pastoral Techingues (Town end Country Church Methods 
(Sociological Cage Studies 

and Sociclogical Surveys 

"Practicum" (Sumner work and during the course) 

Comparative Religion 

Philosophy of Religicn 

Psychology of Religion 

Denominational Background Study 

Interdenominational and Cooperative Church Movements 

Religious Education 

History of Missions end Science cf Missions 

Theology 

Christian Festivals (Pageantry) 

Christian Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

The Family end Family Relations 

Modern Secial and International Problens 

Social Hygicne 

Orientation Course for Missionaries 
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